
December 19, 2024 
 

City of Ottertail 
Regular Meeting 

City Hall Thursday December 19, 2024 – 5:30 PM 
 

Council Members Present: Mayor Ron Grobeck, Mike Windey, Elizabeth Augustus, and Jill Carlson. 
Staff Present: Amanda Thorson, Clerk-Treasurer; Patty Hensel, Deputy Clerk; Justin Lohse, Maintenance 
Coordinator and Joe Ahlfs, Fire Chief.  
Others Present: Trevor Guck 
 
REGULAR MEETING 
Mayor Grobeck opened the meeting at 5:30 PM. Carlson made a motion to approve the consent agenda; 
Windey seconded the motion. All voted in favor, motion carried.  
 a. Approve Minutes 11-21-2024 Regular Meeting  
 b. Resolution 2024-48 Accepting Donation from Ottertail Rod & Gun Club for OTFD  
 c. Resolution 2024-49 Adopting Assessments for Unpaid Water Bills 
 d. Resolution 2024-50 Accepting Donation from Ottertail Business & Community Association  
 e. Resolution 2024-51 Accepting Donation from Ottertail Rod & Gun Club for OTFD  
 f. Resolution 2024-52 Accepting Donation from Ottertail Rod & Gun Club  
 g. Resolution 2024-53 Adopting 2025 Master Fee Schedule  
 h. Approve Term of Engagement with Brian D. Koehn CPA, PLLC for 2024 Audit Year  
 i. Approve 2025 Contract for Maintenance Services from Ottertail Aggregate, Inc.  
 j. Approve 2025 Contract for Mowing Services from Ottertail Aggregate, Inc.  
 k. Special Event Permit COR Powersports Snowmobile Races January 11th & 12th  
 l. Monthly Services Sold Report  
 m. Monthly Financial Reports 
 n. Monthly Schedule 1  
 o. Approve claims 4882-4930 for a total of $173,033.10 with additions and approval to pay late-

coming invoices  
 
REPORTS 
Fire Department-1) Fire Chief Ahlfs reported 6 medical calls, 0 fire calls. Chief Ahlfs reported Ottertail 
Rod and Gun Club donated funds to purchase lifejackets. Motion by Windey, seconded by Augustus, the 
purchase of lifejackets, as presented by Fire Chief Ahlfs, all voted in favor. The grass and rescue vehicles 
are at Auto Fix for inspection. The rescue vehicle will need tires and a battery. The Dodge was taken back 
to Nelson’s to clear a warning code, Chief Ahlfs also learned at this time there is a recall on the tailgate, 
once the parts for the recall are in, the Dodge will be taken back for the repairs. Council Member Windey 
questioned if the volunteer members have accesses to mental health services, Chief Ahlfs reported the 
OT fire and rescue personnel are on the same schedule as Otter Tail County and has access to services 
when requested.  
City Hall-1) Clerk Thorson requested permission to close City Hall at Noon on December 24, 2024.  All 
council members were in favor.  2) Clerk Thorson shared email reporting a MN city was a victim of a 
phishing scam and reported phishing scams are in abundance and if council is unsure of the authenticity 
of a received email, contact the office and she will look at it.  3) Clerk Thorson reported that the 
changeover from UBMax to iWorq is not going smoothly.  Asked if the office can be closed to the public 
and Clerk Thorson and Deputy Clerk Hensel work from home to enter information into the new program 
uninterrupted.  The council agreed. 



December 19, 2024 
 

Council Member Windey questioned Clerk Thorson about cyber training. Clerk Thorson reported she has 
been looking into taking cyber security training in January and February and will report back at next 
meeting. 
OTCEPAC-Windey reported the meeting held earlier in the day had discussion regarding hazardous 
mitigation. Much of the meeting was a review of 2024. Next meeting will be February 20, 2025.  
Maintenance Coordinator Lohse reported on the availability of grants. Lohse stated Waite Park is hosting 
water disaster management, and he is looking at attending. 
Ottertail Tourism Board- Carlson reported that the weekend of COR Powersports Snowmobile races is 
January 11-12, 2025, all hotel rooms in Ottertail are full and people are being referred to Perham for 
rooms. Mayor Grobeck stated the skating rink is ready and the warming house is in place and waiting for 
seats and the rubber mat is needed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Engineer’s Agenda/Bob Schlieman: Nothing to report 
Ottertail Daycare & Family Center: Nothing to report 
Ottertail Seat Vacancy: Council agreed to place an ad in the Advocate, on Facebook and city website of 
the open council that is vacant after Mayor Grobeck declined the seat won by write-in vote on 
November 5, 2024 elections. 
OTC approved Partnership with OT City Tax Abatement for 2025-2029: Clerk Thorson reported Otter Tail 
County Commissioners approved the partnership between Ottertail City and Otter Tail County for the 
2025-2029 tax abatement.  The city will use the application provided by county. 
Big Build Overview & New Housing Growth: Clerk Thorson reported that 91 single-family, duplexes and 
four-plex homes have been built over nine years, growth in Ottertail has been tremendous. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  None 
 
ZONING 

2024-58 ▪ Hutmacher Day Care @ 323 Cozy Oak W – Fence Permit 
2024-59 ▪ Kelly Hazen @ 136 Park Circle – Fence Permit 
2024-60 ▪ Glenn Ramstad @ 121 Lynn Rd – Fence Permit 

 
Correspondence/Meetings/Training/FYI-reminders/Local Events 

a. City Hall Closed Wednesday, December 25, 2024, in observance of Christmas 
 b.  City Hall Closed Wednesday, January 1, 2025, in observance of New Years Day 
 c.   City Hall Closed Monday, January 20, 2025, in observance of Martin Luther King Jr Day 
 d.  COR Powersports Ottertail 100 Snowmobile Races on Otter Tail Lake January 11-12, 2025 
 
Augustus made a motion to close the meeting. Carlson seconded the motion. Motion carried.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 5:59 PM.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
_________s/s___________________    _________s/s___________________ 
Amanda Thorson      Ronald Grobeck 
Clerk-Treasurer       Mayor 
Prepared by D. Clerk Patty Hensel 
 


