
City of Otertail 
Regular Mee�ng 

City Hall Thursday, December 21, 2023—5:30 PM 
 

Council members present: Mayor Grobeck, Mike Windey, Jill Carlson, Elizabeth Augustus, and Jan Hill 

Staff present: Amanda Thorson, Clerk-Treasurer; Nessa Burlingame, Deputy Clerk; Jus�n Lohse, 
Maintenance Coordinator; Bob Schlieman, City Engineer 

Also Present: Chad Koenen; Henning Advocate, Linda Myhre, Roger Schmitz, Kathleen Schmitz, Mike 
Hammes, Rose Hammes, Chad Soupin, Shelly Soupin, Lianne Rockstad, Ron Ehlert, and Beth Lorentz 

REGULAR MEETING 

Mayor Grobeck called the mee�ng to order at 5:30 PM. All present recited the pledge of allegiance. 

a. Approve Minutes 11-16-2023 Regular Meeting  
 b. Approve Minutes 12-05-2023  Work Session & 12-12-2023 Work Session  
 c. Resolution 2023-44 Setting Polling Place for 2024  
 d. Resolution 2023-45 2024 Master Fee Schedule  
 e. Resolution 2023-46 Accepting donation from Ottertail Rod & Gun Club  
 f. Resolution 2023-47 Ordering Improvements and Preparation of plans for Wallenberg Drive  
 g. Resolution 2023-48 Approve Mutual Aid Agreement from April 2023  
 h. Resolution 2023-49 Accepting Donation from T. Wohler’s Committee for Tyler Wohlers    

Memorial Trail  
 i. Resolution 2023-50 Adopting Assessments for Unpaid Water Bills  
 j. Approve Policy for Earned Safe Sick Time Policy for Volunteer Fire Department  
 k. Renew Retail Sale of Edible THC License for Sota Sown, LLC (pending payment of license fee) for 

2024  
 l. Ordinance 2023-04 Amending Chapter 33: Emergency Protection and Fire Service  
 m. Approve Term of Engagement with Brian D. Koehn CPA, PLLC for 2023 Audit year  
 n. Approve 2024 Contract for Maintenance Services from Ottertail Aggregate, Inc.  
 o. Approve 2024 Contract for Mowing Services from Ottertail Aggregate, Inc.  
 p. Resolution 2023-53 Accepting Donation from Ottertail Lions Club for Tyler Wohlers Memorial 

Trail  
 q. Monthly Financial Reports  
 r. Approve claims 4424-4471 for $214,274.26 with additions and approval to pay late coming 

invoices  
 

The council first reviewed the addi�ons to the agenda and the approval of the consent agenda. Council 
Member Hill requested the Edible THC License for Sota Sown be removed from consent agenda and 
placed under New Business. Windey made a mo�on to approve the revised consent agenda with the 
excep�on of Sota Sown’s license renewal. Carlson seconded the mo�on. All voted in favor; mo�on 
carried.  

Reports 

Fire Department: Clerk Thorson spoke for Chief Ahlfs in his absence. Thorson shared how Chief Ahlfs 
requested the department get two more security cameras. He also requested the council approve the  



PERA Re�rement for Otertail FD be $1,800 a year. Hill made a mo�on to approve the purchase of 
addi�onal security cameras for the fire department/community center. Augustus seconded the mo�on. 
All voted in favor; mo�on carried. Carlson made a mo�on to approve Resolu�on 2023-51 sta�ng the 
increase in the Volunteer Firefighter Re�rement Plan administered by PERA to $1800 effec�ve January 1, 
2024. Windey seconded the mo�on. All voted in favor; mo�on carried.  

City Hall: Next Family Center work session proposed for January 9th, 5:30 PM at City Hall. Clerk Thorson 
shared with the council that two organiza�ons in Otertail want to donate a warming house to the ice 
rink in Thumper Pond by giving to the City to donate, the City can then donate to Thumper and not have 
any further responsibility to the house.  

OTCEPAC:  Windey atended the emergency preparedness mee�ng today. He reported back with many 
upcoming mee�ngs happening in 2024.  

Otertail Tourism Board: The snowmobile races may need to be moved back due to the ice integrity.  

Old Business 

Apex Engineering: Funding is secured for the construc�on of the Tyler Wohlers Memorial Trail. Hill made 
a mo�on to approve Resolu�on 2023-52, Budget Resolu�on for Tyler Wohlers Trail Project. Carlson 
seconded the mo�on. All voted in favor; mo�on carried.  

If there is a surplus of funds, the council and staff will review whether to extend the trail further south or 
other op�ons.  

Schlieman also reported that the fieldwork is complete for the Wallenberg Drive project, and we are 
good to move forward with it.   

Otertail Daycare & Family Center: Clerk Thorson reported that the owner of a lot in Happy Acres was 
not willing to swap it for another lot. At the last work session, the council entertained the idea of 
possibly dona�ng land there for the project. Currently, it is difficult to determine whether the City can 
donate land to the project or not due to the fact that the sep�c size is unknown.  

New Business 

Sota Sown: Hill shared how she did not agree with the store pos�ng a sign saying they were a 
dispensary. Clerk Thorson explained that the store was misinformed with the regula�ons and restric�ons 
as to what they could sell and could not sell. The Oter Tail County Sheriff has been in contact with City 
Hall and is doing compliance checks at the business on a regular basis.  Mo�on made by Hill and second 
by Carlson to approve 2024 Edible THC License for Sota Sown, Inc., all voted in  

Hill made a mo�on to end the regular mee�ng. Carlson seconded the mo�on. All voted in favor; mee�ng 
adjourned at 5:58 PM 

Respec�ully, 
 
 
______________________________    _____________________________ 
Amanda Thorson       Ronald Grobeck 
Clerk-Treasurer        Mayor 
 



Truth in Taxa�on Hearing 
City Hall, December 21, 2023—6:00 PM 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: Mayor Grobeck opened the public hearing at 6:00 PM. Grobeck opened the floor to all 
ci�zens present to share their concerns and ques�ons.  Several atendees voiced their concern on the 
30% levy increase from 2023.  Clerk Thorson informed atendees that the actual tax rate will increase 
from 29.638% to 33.840% and that property taxes will not be increasing 30% overall.  With the increase 
of the tax base in Otertail, this helps spread they levy so residents do not see a large increase in their 
taxes.  Thorson informed atendees that the full amount of the increase will be going to street repairs 
and updates over the next several years.  

Also voiced was the concern for property values in the city and the county in general.  Clerk Thorson 
informed atendees to reach out to County Chairman Robert Lahman by email, voice or atending Oter 
Tail County Commissioner mee�ngs.  It’s important that Oter Tail County Commissioners understand 
what is going on in the county with assessment and property values.  It was spoken that the county is 
pricing residence’s out of their homes with such an increase in values.  Several members of the public  
said they reached out to the County Assessor’s Office and were not spoken to in a polite manor, and the 
office was not helpful in any way.  Clerk Thorson again spoke to contac�ng and wri�ng to the County 
Commissioners regarding this, that is the only way they will be informed of these issues. 

Mo�on by Windey and seconded by Carlson to close the public mee�ng, all voted in favor. 

Council agreed to reduce levy amount to $708,602.00 which includes $56,244.00 for 2017 GO Bond and 
is a 20% increase in the levy from 2023. 

General Fund – Revenues and Disbursements balanced at  $807,257.00  

Fire Department – Revenues: $101,587.00 and Disbursements: $137,640.00 Fire Truck levy of $18,512.00 
is included in general fund levy and will be transferred to Fire Fund. 

Water Fund – Revenues: es�mated at $307,275.00 and Disbursements: $301,300.00. 

2023 Budget:  Mo�on by Carlson and second by Windey to approve Resolu�on 2023-54 se�ng the 2024 
Opera�onal Budget.  All voted in favor, carried. 
 
Levy Cer�fica�on: Mo�on to approve Resolu�on 2023-55 Cer�fying the 2024 Final Levy of $708,602.00 
was made by Hill and second by Carlson.  All voted in favor, carried. 
 

Mo�on to adjourn the mee�ng was made by Carlson seconded by Hill. All voted; mo�on carried.  

Mee�ng adjourned at 6:06 PM  

Respec�ully, 
 
 
______________________________    _____________________________ 
Amanda Thorson       Ronald Grobeck 
Clerk-Treasurer        Mayor 


