City of Ottertail
City Council Meeting & Public Hearing
City Hall Thursday, March 16, 2023 - 5:30 PM

Council Members Present: Mayor, Ron Grobeck, Jan Hill, Elizabeth Augustus, Jill Carlson, and Mike
Windey

Staff Present: Amanda Thorson, Clerk-Treasurer; Nessa Burlingame, Deputy Clerk; Justin Lohse,
Maintenance Coordinator; Joe Ahlfs, Fire Chief; Bob Schlieman, City Engineer

Also Present: Chad Koenen-Citizen’s Advocate, Brandon Menze, Delbert Thalmann, Adam Wedde, Lark
Wedde, Alex Rupe, Tyler Rupe, Marnie Whitehead, and Katie Ahlfs

PUBLIC HEARING:

Mayor Grobeck opened the Public Hearing at 5:30 PM. All present recited the pledge of allegiance. The
council and staff reviewed staff reports for 4" Edition to Thalmann Farmstead, IUP for Adam and Lark
Wedde for Bark with Lark, and Thumper Lodge Rd Housing Tax Rebate Application. Councilwoman Hill
questioned the size and shape of Lot one Block one; Thalmann stated that he already has someone who
is interested in purchasing the lot. Concerns were also discussed on the IUP for Adam and Lark Wedde.
Hills concerns were on excessive dog barking and how it would be disruptive to surrounding areas. Adam
and Lark reassured the council that the kennel would be in a garage that will even have foam insultation
to help reduce noise. Windey also asked about the fence the Wedde’s own and if they would need to put
in a new one. Lark stated there is already a fence in place that will work. Carlson made a motion to close
the public hearing, Hill seconded. All voted in favor; motion carried.

REGULAR MEETING:

Adam and Lark Wedde requested their IUP be addressed first due to prior commitments. Carlson made a
motion to approve the IUP with option 3 presented to council by staff, and for Adam and Lark Wedde to
move forward with their kennel business, Bark with Lark. Windey seconded the motion, all voted;
motion carried.

Motion made by Hill to approve the consent agenda with additional items and payables, seconded by
Windey. All voted; motion carried.

Approve Minutes 2-16-2023 Regular Meeting, approve 3-08-2023 Work Session minuets
Resolution 2023-12 Supporting Housing and Local Decision-Making Authority

Approve use of alcohol at Community Center on April 19, 2023 — Event Insurance Purchased
Temporary Liquor License to Ottertail Firefighters Relief Association — April 19, 2023
Contract for Operation of a Mobil Collection for Household Hazardous Waste

Ottertail Ducks Unlimited Application for Gambling Permit on 4/22/2023 @ The Woodshed
Confirmation of Change to CD from 48 months to 12 months

Funding Request U.S. Senator — FY 2024

Monthly Financial Reports

Approve claims 4116-4140 for $62,323.51 and approval to pay late coming invoices
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REPORTS-FORUM-PRESENTATIONS

Fire Department: Fire chief Joe Ahlfs acknowledged two volunteer firemen, Tyler Rupe and Adam
Wedde, thanking them for their service. Ahlfs also informed the council that there had been 4 medical
calls and 1 mutual aid fire in Henning for the month of March. Ahlfs reported on new firemen
completing training and joining the department. Ahlfs also introduced assistant chief, Brandon Menze.
Menze presented himself to the council and shared a little about himself and his history in Ottertail. The
fire department have meetings every 1°t and 3™ Wednesday of every month.

City Hall: Clerk Thorson attended the annual ambulance meeting in Henning. Thorson reports that they
have a capital outlay of $160,000 but it was unclear if it will go towards a new or used ambulance. Clerk
Thorson also updated the council on the MS Bike Run. They currently have 200 riders registered. Due to
adjustments in the staff’s schedule, City Hall will no longer need to be closed in the coming weeks.

OTCEPAC: Windey reminded the council of the emergency summit in Fergus Falls April 20*" from 8:30-3
at the Big Woods Center. He encouraged members of the fire department to attend, including the fire
chief and also the mayor.

Public Forum/Presentations: Alex Rupe — Three Little Otters Rupe presented plans to the council on a
large family center that will include space for daycare. The center will also include rentable meeting
rooms, an indoor walking path, a café, indoor playgrounds and children’s miniature, interactive city, and
a dance studio. Rupe shared statistics explaining the dire need for daycare in Otter Tail County but
especially Ottertail city. Questions and concerns were discussed by the council on the success and
building of the center. Rupe states that there is nothing like what they plan on building anywhere close
to Ottertail and they are in the works of the location of the build. Ultimately, Three Little Otters would
like the City of Ottertail to be a temporary liaison with West Central Initiative. Three Little Otters would
need this relationship until they become a 501(c)3 themselves. Clerk Thorson and the Council
recommended Rupe stay in contact with the city and to let the city know when they begin their 501(c)3
filing.

OLD BUSINESS

Engineer’s Agenda: Bob updated the council on Maple Avenue South/Community Center Alley.
Schlieman discussed the timeline with Clerk Thorson on the project being completed before the MS Bike
run. The project is set to be complete by July 14™". Carlson made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-
14 approving plans & ordering bids. Augustus seconded the motion. All voted; motion carried.

Hilltop Drainage Issue: Council asked Thalmann if he would like to handle the drainage issue himself on
Hilltop and Buchannan Rd. Thalmann would prefer to remedy the problem himself. The culvert will run
between mostly his lot and his neighbor, Ardell’s lot. Carlson made a motion to allow Thalmann to putin
his own culvert. Hill seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

Fourth Addition to Thalmann Farmstead: Windey made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-15.
Carlson seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried. Hill made a motion to put forth
disclosing the restrictions to Block 1 Lot 1. Augustus seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion
carried.



Action on Housing Tax Rebate Application: Hill made a motion to approve resolution 2023-11, Carlson
seconded. All voted in favor; motion carried.

EOT County Fair: In the past the council has decided to donate funds to the East Otter Tail County Fair.
Carlson made a motion to donate $500 to the EOT County Fair. Windey seconded the motion. All voted
in favor; motion carried.

LMCIT: Hill made a motion for the city to not waive the liability insurance. Carlson seconded the motion.
All voted in favor; motion carried.

Notice sign for Basketball Court: It was requested that a sign be posted at the new basketball court
stating the following: “Basketball Court is not open during large public events held in city park. Including
but not limited to; Music in the Park and Otterfest.” Council member Augustus voiced her opinion on
how she believes the sign to be a bad idea. She stated that she believes it’s a great time for kids to be
playing basketball. With their parents coming to watch Music in the Park and now you’re saying they
can’t use the park. After discussion between council members it was decided to see how the first event
plays out, and if there is a problem to address it then.

Bond Purchase Terms: Clerk Thorson sought the council’s approval to change the City’s CDs to achieve a
better interest rate. Hill made a motion to approve the restructuring of the City’s 9 Certificate of Deposits
(CDs) to 12- and 24-month CDs. Windey seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

ZONING

2023-02 = Hammers/The Otter @ 306 MN Hwy 78 N — Internal Remodel near Kitchen
2023-03 = Tri-County Health @ 232 Mn Hwy 78 N — Sign Permit

Correspondence/Meetings/Training/FYl-reminders

a. Lohse & Thorson are attending 2023 Safety & Loss Workshop in Alexandria on March 29t
b. Amanda will attend MCFOA Annual Conference is March 215t — 24
c. Amanda is out of office April 24" — May 1%

Hill made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Carlson.

Meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM

Respectfully,

Amanda Thorson Ronald Grobeck
Clerk-Treasurer Mayor



