City of Ottertail
City Council Meeting
City Hall, Thursday, April 20, 2023—5:30 PM

Council Members Present: Mayor, Ron Grobeck, Jan Hill, Elizabeth Augustus, Jill Carlson, and Mike
Windey

Staff Present: Amanda Thorson, Clerk-Treasurer; Nessa Burlingame, Deputy Clerk; Justin Lohse,
Maintenance Coordinator; Joe Ahlfs, Fire Chief; Bob Schlieman, City Engineer

Also Present: Troy Thorson

REGULAR MEETING:

Mayor Grobeck opened the meeting at 5:30 PM; all present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Motion made by Carlson to approve the consent agenda with additional items and payables, seconded
by Hill. Motion carried.

Approve Minutes 3-16-2023 Regular Meeting

Special Event Application — Open Air Market Friday & Saturday May 26"-Aug 12t

Joint Coop Agreement Otter Tail County Mutual Aid Agreement

Resolution 2023-16 Amend Master Fee Schedule to include Solar Energy Use

Ottertail Ducks Unlimited Gambling Permit Revision (to include raffles) (March Consent Agenda)
Quarterly Services Sold Report

Monthly Financial Reports

Approve claims 4141-4170 with additions and approval to pay late coming invoices
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REPORTS-FORUM-PRESENTATIONS

Fire Department: Fire Chief Joe Ahlfs reported there have been 4 medical calls, 3 were fire calls with 1 of
them being an alarm with investigation. The one call with investigation was a call where it was thought
to be a house on fire, but it was actually a large brush fire.

The fire department is looking into a new mechanic for engine 2. Council member Hill suggests Great
Plains for strictly fire engine specific fixes and use a different company for general mechanic needs. Chief
Ahlfs would like to go with TNT out of Henning.

Plans for the Fire Department Open House in June are going well. Schedule is planned for 3 hours and
will alternate each year with the Otter Tail County sheriff’s Office Open House.

Troy Thorson was introduced to the council and shared a little about his history on the Ottertail Fire
Department and his history with Ottertail.

City Hall: Carlson made a motion to move Deputy Clerk Burlingame from Pay Grade 4, Step 1 to Pay
Grade 4 Step 2, and be retroactive to April 1°t. Burlingame has been with Ottertail City for 1 year.
Council member Windey seconded the motion. Motion carried.



MS Bike Update: It was decided that a tourist map of the city and local businesses be made to share
with the MS bike riders but also to have on hand for anyone who would like to have. Motion made to
approve the making of the maps by Carlson, seconded by Hill. Motion carried.

The City of Ottertail accepted the donation of two apple trees from WCI. A spot has been chosen on the
bike path next to one of the benches. Waiting for the weather to cooperate for them to be planted.

A work session is planned to discuss a new full basketball court on May 4™ at 5:30

OTCEPAC: Council member Windey and Maintenance Coordinator Lohse attended the 9" Emergency
summit.

OT Tourism Board: No news to report. The Tourism board will help with the MS Bike fliers. Clerk Thorson
will attend the Tourism Board’s next meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

Apex: Bids were reviewed on April 13t for the construction on the alley way and Maple Ave. Ottertail
Aggregate won with the lowest bid at $134,207.81. A motion was made to establish resolution 2023-17
accepting the bid by Hill, seconded by Windey. All voted in favor; motion carried.

A motion was also made to approve task order number 9 by Carlson and seconded by Augustus. All
voted in favor; motion carried.

Discussion about (Lynn Rd/Three Lakes Rd) and the integrity of the road with “alligator cracking”.
Schlieman recommended a meeting with the DNR to see if raising the road is a possibility or to putin a
culvert system. Schlieman also recommended patching it for a temporary fix.

Wohler’s Trail: Clerk Thorson informed council that last week City Engineer Schlieman and herself sent a
letter of request to MnDOT for funding from the Local Partnership Program for the Wohler’s Trail project.
There is not cost to the city from Apex for their help in this funding request.

A motion was made by Windey to approve the Emergency Management Plan for the city of Ottertail. The
motion was seconded by Hill. All voted in favor; motion carried.

A motion was made by Carlson to accept the proposal by Kangas Construction for re-shingling the roof at
City Hall. The motion was seconded by Augustus; motion carried.

$ Lots: Clerk Thorson informed the council she will be presenting the Dollar Lots at the May 2™ Virtual
OTC Housing Convening. Hopes that a developer may become interested in the city owned lots.

NEW BUSINESS
Carlson made a motion to approve the purchase of Cybersecurity for a year for City Hall. Hill seconded
the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

A first reading was done of ordinance 2023-01 establishing fees for fire service and ordinance 2023-02
amending Chapter 152 to include section 152.04(A).



WATER BUSINESS

The water billing software that the city uses called UBMax was purchased by another company called g-
Works. G-works plans to completely move over to their full “suite” for billing and other software.

The clerk discussed with the council about purchasing water meters to have on hand for aging meters in
the city. It was decided to not have multiple on hand at this time since the warranty on them will start
once they are purchased not installed.

Neptune 360 will be an update to how the meters are read every month. Instead of using a handheld
radio it will be done with a tablet.

Henning has plans to do water repairs which will affect the flow of water to the city of Ottertail. Ottertail
will make sure to have a full water tower at this time and Henning will be in touch with Ottertail with
more information as soon as they know.

Zoning
2023-04 = Perham Coop (Ottertail Oasis) @ 246 N MN Hwy 78 — Sign Permit
2023-05 = Gary Godel @ 220 Hilltop Rd — Rebuilt Shed 1800 sq ft
2023-06 = Matthew Grimes @ 111 Lynn Rd — Roof-Mounted Solar Panels
2023-07 = Carr’s Supermarket @ 320 MN Hwy 78 N — 10’x18’ Fuel Addition
2023-08 = Seth Dokken @ 118 Lynn Rd — Ground Mounted & Roof Mounted Solar Panels
2023-09 = Doug Dreyer @ 135 Red Pine Trl — New Single Family Home

Correspondence/Meetings/Training/FYl-reminders
Amanda is out of office April 24" — May 1°

Amanda to attend final year of Institute May 8-12t"
Justin out of office May 1%-May 5

Hill made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Carlson.
Meeting adjourned at 6:25 PM

Respectfully,
s/s s/s
Amanda Thorson Ronald Grobeck

Clerk-Treasurer Mayor



