City of Ottertail
City Council Meeting
City Hall Thursday, June 15, 2023—5:30 PM

Council Members Present: Mayor Ron Grobeck, Mike Windey, Jill Carlson, and Elizabeth Augustus

Council Members Not Present: Jan Hill

Staff Present: Amanda Thorson, Clerk-Treasurer; Nessa Burlingame, Deputy Clerk; Just Lohse,
Maintenance Coordinator; Bob Schlieman, City Engineer; Joe Ahlfs, Fire Chief

Also Present: County Commissioner, Kurt Mortenson, and Samantha VanWechel-Meyer of WCI

REGULAR MEETING

Mayor Grobeck opened the meeting at 5:30 PM. All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

The meeting started with Carlson making a motion to approve the additions and consent agenda. The
motion was seconded by Augustus. All voted in favor; motion carried.

Approve Minutes 5-18-2023 Regular Meeting

Internal Transfer General Fund to Fire Fund — Annual Fire Service 2023

Internal Transfer General Fund to Fire Fund — Annual Fire Truck Payment 2023

Approve Temp On-Sale Liquor License — Ottertail Lions for July 15, 2023 (OTBCA Auction)

Approve Temp On-Sale Liquor License — Ottertail Lions for July 23, 2023 (MS Bike Event)

Approve Temp On-Sale Liquor License — Ottertail Rod & Gun Club August 11, 2023 (Otterfest-

2023)

Approve Temp On-Sale Liquor License — Ottertail Lions for august 12, 2023 (Otterfest-2023)

Approve Updated Personnel Policy (draft approved by Personnel Committee on 6/5/2023)

Approve Resolution 2023-19 Termination of Tax Abatement Agreement — Thumper Pond

Resolution 2023-21 Accept Donation from Espeland Family Foundation for Wohler’s Trail

Resolution 2023-22 Accept Donation from Ottertail Lions Club for OT Fire Dept Gear

I.  Special Event Permit Application — Sota Sown @ 211 MN Hwy 78 N-July 10, 2023 (outdoor
games & food)

m. Special Event Permit Application — Williams Company @ 101 West Main — July 1, 2023 (outdoor
music)

n. Special Event Permit Application — Williams Company @ 101 West Main — Thursdays (outdoor

music)

Special Event Permit Application — OTBCA Annual Auction Event @ 93 Lakes Ave (outdoor event)

Special Event Permit Application — MS Bike Across Minnesota @93 Lakes Ave (bicycle event)

Terminate 2023 Snow Agreement with Madison Hospitality Group, LLC

Monthly Financial Reports

Approve claims 4204-4245 for a total of $87,051.33 with additions and approval to pay

late coming invoices

-0 oo T

~T — oo

w5 oD o



Reports

Fire Department: Chief Ahlfs reported only 2 medical calls for the month. Chief Ahlfs also reported the
fire department’s need for new scene lighting. Lights are priced out at $300 each with batteries at an
extra cost. Carlson motioned for the fire department to purchase the lights and batteries from Hilltop.
Windey seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried. Ahlfs discussed that the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has an agreement in place where the city gets paid when the
fire department assists the DNR. With the agreement needing to be updated, Carlson made a motion to
update the agreement. Windey seconded the motion. All in favor; motion carried. The fire department
did well for their first open house. Spreading the word about Smart911 was very successful as well.

City Hall: MS Bike Update-currently looking for volunteers to help unload and load the trailer for the
event. The City is looking into the 4H Club to help possibly. The map brochures are coming together as
well. Clerk Thorson provided options for the council to decide on a new flagpole for City Hall. Windey
made a motion to purchase the 25-foot 3.5 inch base pole from TelePole. Augustus seconded the
motion. All in favor; motion carried. The City has obtained an extension for this year’s audit for August
15, 2023.

OTCEPAC: Windey shared how the Otter Tail County Emergency management is starting a newsletter
called Operation: Prepkit. They are currently looking for updates, ideas, and material to share in the

newsletter.

Ottertail Tourism Board: Carlson reported that the board met with Clerk Thorson to discuss the
flier/brochure map and who to find for volunteers for the MS Bike event.

Public Forum & Comment/Presentations

West Central Initiative Presentation: Samantha VanWechel-Meyer presented updates from West
Central Initiative on new projects and initiatives through out Otter Tail County and surrounding counties.
Commissioner Kurt Mortenson also serves on the Economic Development District Board of Directors
with West Central Initiative. Mortenson shared how he is happy to serve not only as county
commissioner but also as a board member with West Central Initiative.

Old Business

Engineer’s Agenda: Schlieman reported updates on projects that the city have.

1) Tyler Wohler’s Wide Sidewalk — funds have been received and are forthcoming. The estimated
budget for the project is $422,000. Grading easement, wetland credits, permits, and Otter Tail
Power coordination are all items that will need to be taken care of before advertising for bids.
The anticipated timeline for construction is Summer 2024

2) Maple Ave South and Alley North of Community Center — construction is moving along smoothly.
All work should be completed on or before July 14,

3) Water Tower — all work is complete and final payment should be made in July.

Basketball half court: A request was made to City Hall for a fence to be placed on the North side of the
half court. Clerk Thorson recommended the council think about it. The Council decided to table it for
now.



New Business

Arvilla Lots Purchase Agreement: Motion made by Carlson and seconded by Windey to approve Clerk
Thorson and Mayor Grobeck to sign a purchase agreement for two city owned lots off Arvilla Dr and a
city owned lot off Maple Ave, each lot will be purchased for one dollar by Otter Tail County Housing and
Redevelopment Authority, all voted in favor, approved.

The council decided that the Happy Acres Lots need to be mowed. Carlson made a motion for the
maintenance coordinator Lohse to hire the help to mow the lots. Seconded by Windey. All voted in favor;
motion carried.

Council member, Jill Carlson expressed that she had heard concern on lack of streetlights on Eagle’s Trail.
Lohse agreed to talk with Otter Tail Power on placing one or two more poles.

Carlson also mentioned other items to discuss, and it was decided to bring them to a work session. The
council and staff agreed on July 10" at 4:00PM.

Windey mentioned a nuisance of someone doing burnouts with their car in Happy Acres. Clerk Thorson
and Maintenance Coordinator to assess any possible damage.

(decided not to build)

2023-15 = Tom Lavalle @ 126 Shores Rd — Perimeter Fence
2023-16 = Carol Vancura @ 102 Portage Rd — New Home

2023-17 = Paul Friedrich @ 101 Buchanan — Accessory Shed

2023-18 = At Ease Properties @ 110 Pottery Dr — Sign Permit

2023-19 = Matthew Parker @ 105 Pelican Rd — WOAS

2023-20 = Lavonne Middendorf @ 618 Three Lakes Rd — Screened in Porch

Correspondence/Meetings/Training/FYI-reminders/Local Events
a. City Hall Closed June 19" (Observe Juneteenth)
b. Musicin the Park —June 27" & July 11"
c. City Hall Closed July 4™ (Observe July 4™)
d. OTBCA Annual Auction July 15%
e. East Otter Tail County Fair-Perham July 20t — 23"
Mayor Grobeck asked for a motion to close the meeting. Carlson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Seconded by Augustus. All voted in favor; motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 6:32 PM

Respectfully,
s/s s/s
Amanda Thorson Ronald Grobeck

Clerk-Treasurer Mayor



