
City of Ottertail 
Work session Notes 

City Hall, July 10, 2023 - 4:00 PM 
 

Present: Mayor Ron Grobeck, Mike Windey, Jill Carlson, and Elizabeth Augustus 
Absent: Jan Hill 
Staff Present: Clerk-Treasurer Amanda Thorson; Nessa Burlingame, Deputy Clerk; Justin Lohse, Maintenance 
Coordinator 
Also present: John Carlson 

 
MS Bike Across Minnesota 
Clerk Thorson informed council of needed volunteers at the rest stops all week long.  The OTBCA will be providing 
hot dogs, chips and pop for the evening of Sunday July 23rd.  Beer sales will also be available that evening. 
 
Fee for use of Demo Derby Arena 
It has been requested by Josh Stock to use the Demo Derby Arena again this year.  Ottertail Rod & Gun had a few 
suggestions when it comes to the contract this year.  Staff was informed that the track was not left in great shape last 
year, also several volunteers from Ottertail Rod & Gun had to pick up the grounds following the event. 
 
Otter Tail River 
John Carlson presented information to council and staff regarding the Otter Tail River between the first opening and 
the second opening on the Tail.  Two meetings have taken place, and a third is in the works.  Mayor Grobeck 
discussed how the current situation of the section called The Otter’s Tail has become a hazard for property owners 
and is becoming a public health issue.  Council Member Carlson will prepare a letter to be signed and sent on behalf 
of the council requesting Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to look at this issue as a priority. 
 
Request for Road Paving 
Two residents from Wallenberg Drive have requested to City Hall and Staff to have their road paved.  Clerk Thorson 
informed council that she has been in contact with City Engineer Bob Schlieman to get a preliminary report on the 
cost.  Council will take a look at the 5 year Capital Improvement Plan at the next work session meeting and 2024 
budget. 
 
Replace Trees on Walking Path 
Sixteen trees have been removed from the bike path that were deceased in the last month.  Council agreed to take a 
look at replacing the trees when the 2024 budget is discussed.  It was also requested by council member Windey to 
update the landscaping near the otter on the walking path. 
 
Otter Tail County Single Sort Recycling – Curb Side 
City Staff met with Otter Tail County Staff regarding the possibility of Single Sort Curb Side pickup.  OTC has 
received a grant that will allow them to prepare a plan with haulers for this service within the county.  Staff wanted 
to inform council of this but is several years out before this service will begin and it will not be available county 
wide. 
 
Alcohol in the Community Center – Approval 
Clerk Thorson requested the council to think about not having to approve alcohol use prior to rental of the 
community center.  Clerk Thorson will update the policy for rental of the Community Center and present to council 
at next regular meeting. 
 
 
 

Respectfully, 
s/s 

Amanda Thorson, 
Clerk-Treasurer 


