City of Ottertail
City Council Meeting and Public Hearing
City Hall Thursday, July 20, 2023—5:30 PM

Council Members Present: Mayor Ron Grobeck, Mike Windey;, Jill Carlson, Elizabeth Augustus, and Jan
Hill

Staff Present: Amanda Thorson, Clerk-Treasurer; Nessa Burlingame, Deputy Clerk; Justin Lohse,
Maintenance Coordinator; Bob Schlieman, City Engineer; Joe Ahlfs, Fire Chief

Also Present: Chad Koenen-Citizen’s Advocate, Jess Greene, John Greene, Tommy Merickel, Keith Graff,
Verna Scheldorf, Jo Leichleiter, Karen O’Dell, Don Bergeron, and Jim Jones.

PUBLIC HEARING:

Mayor Grobeck opened the meeting at 5:30 PM. All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Public Nuisance 101 Lake Ave N — No one representing the concerned parcel was in attendance. Clerk
Thorson reviewed the continuous nuisance and complaint letters regarding the conditions of the
property at 101 Lake Ave N. At this time a summary of enforcement is recommended by staff. The
enforcement will include the City hiring a third party to clean-up the property and those cost will be
billed to the property owners or be assessed in not paid within 30 days.

Public Nuisance 121 River View Rd — No one representing the concerned parcel was in attendance.
Clerk Thorson informed the council of the several complaint letters received regarding the condition of
the property, including noxious weeks, rank vegetation and property damage from a storm in June of
2022. Several attempts have been made by certified letters and several phone calls unanswered. At this
time a summary of enforcement is recommended by staff. The enforcement will include the City hiring a
third party to remove weeds, trim brush, mow and clean up debris in the yard, hose cost will be billed to
the property owners or be assessed in not paid within 30 days.

Tax Abatement 505 Thumper Lodge Rd — Council reviewed the land use and application from Otter Tail
County for the Big Build Tax Abatement program. No comment by the council or public.

Councilmember Carlson made a motion to close the public hearing at 5:34 PM. Windey seconded the
motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

REGULAR MEETING:

Mayor Grobeck called the regular meeting to order at 5:37 PM. Hill made a motion to approve additions
to the agenda and to approve the consent agenda; Carlson seconded. All voted in favor; motion carried.

a. Approve Minutes 6-15-2023 Regular Meeting, and 7-10-2023 Work Session

b. OTBCA LG220 Permit Approval August 12, 2023

c. Resolution 2023-23 Ottertail Lions Donation for Fireworks

d. Special Event Application Approval—Annual Kickball Fundraiser, August 19, 2023

e. Special Even Application Approval—Annual Ottertail Rod & Gun Demo Derby, August 11, 2023

f. Special Event Application Approval—Annual OTBCA Otterfest, August 12, 2023 & Lions
Sponsored Fireworks

g. Approve JP Hospitality Group DBA Thumper Pond Resort New On Sale & Off Sale Liquor License

h. Monthly Financial Reports

i. Approve claims 4246-4282 for a total of $298,694.34 with additions and approval to pay late
coming invoices



Reports

Fire Department: Chief Ahlfs reported 10 medical calls, 1 tree on power line bringing the total number of
calls to 102 total for the year so far which is above average compared to last year. As of August 1* the
department welcomed Clayton Noland as a firefighter bringing the total to 21 volunteer members on the
Ottertail Fire Department.

City Hall: MS Bike Event-Ottertail is ready to start. Volunteers are still needed to help load and unload
equipment. Clerk Thorson will be volunteering her time Friday and the Sunday evening of the event.
Over 270 people are expected with registration on Sunday at 3pm at the community center. There is also
a special Music in the Park concert on Sunday for the MS Bike event and open to public. Flagpole- the
new flagpole has shipped and should arrive in 2 weeks. Work Session-the council decided on a date for a
work session and budget review on August 7™ at 10:15 am. A work session was also scheduled for
August 30" to discuss the new cannabis laws. Light Pole-Otter Tail Power installed a new light pole at
Eagle’s Trail. Clerk Screen & Deputy Clerk Computer- Carlson made a motion for up to $1,000 for a new
computer/laptop for the Deputy Clerk. Windey seconded the motion. All voted; motion carried. Hill
made a motion for the Clerk to purchase a new monitor for up to $200. Augustus seconded the motion.
All voted; motion carried.

OTCEPAC: Windey provided a handout that was a letter from Patrick Waletzko looking to schedule
Emergency Preparedness Advisory Committee (EPAC) discussions on the road. The council discussed the
dates provided and agreed on using the community center for the discussions on October 19" and
December 21 attentively.

Old Business
Engineer’s Agenda:

1. Maple Ave S & Alley Way — Construction is substantially completed waiting for tuff to establish.

2. Water Tower — Project is complete. Waiting on contractor to submit proper paperwork before
final payment can be made by the city. Clerk Thorson requested City Engineer Bob Schlieman to
look into the additional cost that was imposed on the city because Osseo Construction did not
complete the project in the designated time.

3. Possible Street Improvements — Schlieman presented rough estimates on potential paving of the
following streets: Pottery Drive, Wallenberg Drive, Thalmann Road, and Hilltop Road. Discussion
on the expense to the city and the property owners at 30% to the city and 70% to owners if the
City were to complete any of the paving projects. The topic of paving these streets was added to
the work session scheduled for August 7*". Don Bergerson presented a signed petition by
several residence of Wallenberg Drive requesting the street to be paved.

Lynn Road: Overlay to preserve and protect Lynn Road to begin on July 24™" 2023.

Walking/Bike Path: The council reviewed bids for crack sealing the bike path. Bargen, Inc.’s bid came in
at $19,621 with the requirement of the City removing and cleaning out the weeds. Lot Pros, Inc.
submitted a bid at $12,000 for the complete project. Carlson made a motion to accept Lot Pros, Inc. bid
for the crack seal and repair of the bike path. Hill seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion
carried.

New Business

Carlson made a motion to approve the abatement of property 101 Lake Ave N as it is a public nuisance.
Hill seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.



Carlson made a motion to approve the abatement of property 121 River View Rd as it is a public
nuisance. Augustus seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

Hill made a motion to accept Resolution 2023-24 Approving Property Tax Abatements for 505 Thumper
Lodge Rd/Lot 7 & 8 Blk 3 of Thumper Pond Estates 2" Addn. Windey seconded the motion. All voted in
favor; motion carried.

Hill made a motion to approve the first reading of the new Ordinance 2023-03 for Cannabis in Public.
Windey seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

Hill made a motion to accept the Amendment to the Community Center Rental Agreement. Carlson
seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

Drive Point Wells: The council did a first read on the amendment of Chapter 51, water system
Ordinance 2023-04. Tommy Merickel, a Thumper Pond resident, stated his concerns on not being
allowed to install a drive point well to irrigate his lawn. Merickel presented concerns on how he and
other residents within Thumper Pond have voluntarily taken care of Thumper’s grounds. Merickel stated
that he inquired about putting in a drive point (sand point) well before moving there and was informed
that a request would need to be made to council. Merickel and other Thumper resident, Graff, stated
that the depth of the drive point well would be about 13.5 feet down. The council decided to table any
decisions and add the drive point well discussion to the work session on August 7.

Zoning

2023-21 = Dana Kalberer @ 153 Park Circle — New Garage

2023-22 = Randy Kosak @ 133 Bayview Rd — Detached Garage

2023-23 = George Grage Jr.@ 102 Acorn Trl — Extend Driveway

2023-24 = Dan Greenwald @ 401 S MN Hwy 78 — 310’ Addition to Home
2023-25 = Calvin Donner @ 117 Sunset Dr — 240’ Shed

Correspondence/Meetings/Training/FYI-reminders/Local Events
a. MS Bike Around Minnesota — Sunday July 23™, Monday July 24™ & Friday July 28"
b. Music in the Park —July 25" & August 8" Castaways rescheduled for August 1°

Mayor Grobeck asked for a motion to close the meeting. Hill made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Seconded by Carlson. All voted in favor; motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 6:26 PM

Respectfully,
_s/s ___sfs
Amanda Thorson Ronald Grobeck

Clerk-Treasurer Mayor



