City of Ottertail
Regular Meeting & Public Hearing
City Hall Thursday, August 17, 2023—5:30 PM

Council Members Present: Mayor Ron Grobeck, Mike Windey, Jan Hill, and Elizabeth Augustus

Council Members Not Present: Jill Carlson

Staff Present: Amanda Thorson, Clerk-Treasurer; Nessa Burlingame, Deputy Clerk; Justin Lohse,
Maintenance Coordinator; Bob Schlieman, City Engineer; Joe Ahlfs, Fire Chief

Also Present: Chad Koenen; Henning Advocate, and Jess Greene; Sota Sown

PUBLIC HEARING:

Mayor Grobeck opened the meeting at 5:30 PM. All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

The council reviewed Ordinance 2023-03, An Ordinance Creating Chapter 96: Cannabis Use Under Title
IX: General Regulations. Clerk Thorson explained that this ordinance was adapted from Otter Tail
County’s draft ordinance, and it is essentially the same only ours is worded a bit differently and is not as
extensive. As the council discussed the ordinance it was decided that it should include locations where it
could be inhaled by a minor.

Hill made a motion to close the public hearing at 5:42 PM. Augustus seconded the motion. All voted in
favor; motion carried—hearing closed.

REGULAR MEETING

To start the regular meeting the council reviewed the consent agenda and payables. Hill made a motion
to approve the consent agenda and any additions to the payables. Windey seconded the motion. All
voted in favor; motion carried.

a. Approve minutes 7-20-2023 Regular Meeting, and 8-7-2023 Work Session

b. Resolution 2023-25 Acknowledging Donation From Ottertail Convention and Tourism Board

c. Resolution 2023-26 Acknowledging Donation From Ottertail Business and Community
Association

d. Approve Application from Ottertail Lions Club 1-4 Day Temp Liquor License Sept 7-9

e. Approve Application from Ottertail Lions Club for Display & Consumption License Sept 7-9

f.  Approve LG220 Application from Heartland Buglers Elk Foundation for December 1, 2023

g. Monthly Financial Reports

h. Approve claims 4283-4321 for a total of $126,362.68 with additions and approval to pay late
coming invoices

Reports

Fire Department: Chief Ahlfs reported a total of 12 calls this month including one carbon monoxide
alarm, one canceled alarm, a shop fire, and 9 medical calls. Ahlfs also reported that all firefighters passed
their annual physicals required as firefighters.



City Hall: Clerk Thorson presented request to the council to attend the training provided by LCSC
Leadership Growth to be held in Fergus Falls on August 31 and September 25 at the cost of $150 for
LCSC members. Windey made a motion to approve Clerk Thorson to attend the LCSC Leadership Growth
training. Hill seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried. Clerk Thorson also presented the
letter from the League of Minnesota Cities presenting Senator Jordan Rasmusson as the League’s
legislator of distinction for 2023.

OTCEPAC: Windey and Lohse attending the monthly Emergency Preparedness meeting in Fergus Falls.
Windey presented much information from the meeting. This information included acknowledging
September as emergency preparedness month, a focus on preparedness for elderly, disabled,
youth/children, and service animals and pets, and pushing Smart911 with magnets and text messages. It
was discussed among the council what to do for visitors from out of town during an emergency such as
weather and where Ottertail would have an emergency shelter. A possible damage assessment and
emergency training will be planned in October to be held at the city of Ottertail community center.

Public Forum & Comment/Presentations

Old Business:
Engineer’s Agenda:

1) Construction is complete on Maple Ave South and the Alley North of the Community Center. Once the
turf/vegetation is completed final payment will be done. A public hearing will be held in the fall for
assessments.

2) Water Tower improvements: Staff and Engineering Firm have not heard back from Osseo Construction
for final payment on project.

3) Wallenberg Drive Street Improvements: Schlieman presented Resolution 2023-27 Ordering
Preparation of Report on Improvements for Wallenberg Dr. Hill made a motion to accept Resolution
2023-27 to order preparation of report on improvement for Wallenberg Drive. Windey seconded the
motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

Ordinance 2023-03 Chapter 96: Use of Cannabis in Public: the council discussed the structure of the

new ordinance and agreed to add Section 3 Subdivision 2 prohibiting the use of cannabinoids and the
like around minors. Hill made a motion to approve ordinance 2023-03 Chapter 96: Use of Cannabis in
Public with the addition of Section 3 Subdivision 2 of Otter Tail County’s ordinance of Public Cannabis
Use. Windey seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

Demo Derby Rental Agreement: The council reviewed the agreement with Full Arena Promotions, LLC to
rent the Demo Derby for their event on October 14™. Hill made a motion to approve the agreement to
rent the Demo Derby for Full Arena Promotions, LLC. Augustus seconded the motion. All voted in favor;
motion carried.

New Business

Pickleball Sign: a request was made by Michael Zurn to add pickleball signs that show guidelines for play
and sharing the court. The council decided to table the decision due to needing the verbiage to change.
City staff will discuss with Michael Zurn to get clear details.



Voter Account Allocations: Clerk Thorson presented council with three options on what can be done
with $40.54 amount allocated to the City of Ottertail from the VOTER Account funding that was
transferred to Otter Tail County from the State of Minnesota. Hill made a motion to agree to staff’s
recommendation of choosing option 3 which is the default distribution plan and allow Otter Tail County
Auditor/Treasurer to retain Ottertail City’s portion of funds to be used for related expenditures. Windey
seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

No Smoking Sign: Staff recommended that there be a “no smoking” sign placed at the park. Council
agreed and Hill made a motion to have 3-4 no smoking signs placed at the park. Augustus seconded the
motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

Zoning

2023-26 = James Luedtke @ 144 Sawmill Rd — Addition to Patio

2023-27 = Scott Buchholz Construction @ 505 Thumper Lodge Rd — New Home
2023-28 = Gloria Hedstrom @ 417 Hwy 78 S — Kitchen Addition

2023-29 = Williams Company @ 101 Main St — New Store Sign

2023-30 = Michael Bailey @ Co Hwy 55 (South of Pelican Bay) — New Home
2023-31 = Robert Turchin @ 152 Cozy Oak — Accessory Shed

2023-32 = Kent Lorang @ 103 Lynn Rd — Garage Addition

2023-33 = Jay Tumberg @ 320 S MN Hwy 78 — Blacktop Driveway

2023-34 = Ben Bethke @ 166 Cozy Oak E — New Home

2023-35 = Ben Bethke @ 101 Lynn Rd — Apron on Shed

Correspondence/Meetings/Training/FYI-reminders/Local Events
a. Musicin the Park — August 22
b. Work Session August 30, 2023 @ 4:30 PM
c. City Hall Closed September 5, 2023, in Observance of Labor Day

Mayor Grobeck called for the meeting to be adjourned. Hill made a motion to adjourn the meeting at
6:12 PM. Windey seconded the motion. All voted in favor, meeting adjourned.

Respectfully,

Amanda Thorson Ronald Grobeck
Clerk-Treasurer Mayor



