City of Ottertail
Regular Meeting & Public Hearing
City Hall Thursday, September 21, 2023—5:30 PM

Council Members Present: Mayor Ron Grobeck, Mike Windey, Jill Carlson, and Elizabeth Augustus

Council Members Not Present: Jan Hill

Staff Present: Amanda Thorson, Clerk-Treasurer; Nessa Burlingame, Deputy Clerk; Justin Lohse,
Maintenance Coordinator; Bob Schlieman, City Engineer; Joe Ahlfs, Fire Chief, Brian Koehn; Auditor

Also Present: Tammy Anderson, Tommy Merickel, Harry Merickel, Kenny Nelson, Delbert Thalmann, Alex
Rupe, Tyler Rupe, Ann Schmidt, Tim Schmidt, Ed Smith, and Gordon Bradbury

PUBLIC HEARING:

Mayor Grobeck opened the meeting at 5:30 PM. All present recited the pledge of allegiance.

Clerk Thorson presented Resolution 2023-28 for Tax Abatement on Thalmann Farmstead 4™ Addition-Lot
A for Aaron Paulson.

Thorson also presented two staff reports for rezoning. Tim and Ann Schmidt request to rezone Parcel
74000990040003 (90 Bay View Rd) from Commercial to R-1 Residential District (Shoreland). Staff’s
recommendation is to review the report and make a decision based on the content provided and
consider any public testimony during the public hearing.

Another request to rezone Parcel 74000110006001 and 17 lots located in Thalmann Farmstead 3™
Addition and Thalmann 4" Addition from Agricultural to Single-Family Residential. Staff’s
recommendation is for the council to review the staff report and make a decision based on the content
provided and consider any public testimony during the public hearing. Mr. Thalmann questions as to why
the rezone was presented, Clerk Thorson informed Mr. Thalmann and other present that as the newly
plated lots begin to develop re-zoning will encourage orderly development of the lots.

The council also reviewed the CUP application from K & K Ventures, LLC for NEVO on Parcel
74000100005017 at 322 Buchanan Road. The CUP was applied for the use of fill over 300 cubic yards.
Staff recommends that the council approve with conditions.

Councilmember Windey made a motion to close the public hearing at 5:37 PM. Carlson seconded the
motion. All voted in favor; motion carried—hearing closed.

REGULAR MEETING

The council started the meeting by deciding on each item from the public hearing.

Councilmember Carlson made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-28 approving property tax
abatements on Parcel 74000110006014. Augustus seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion
carried.

Councilmember Windey made a motion to approve the rezoning of Parcel 74000990040003 at 90 Bay
View Rd from Commercial to R-1 Residential District (Shoreland). Carlson seconded the motion. All voted
in favor; motion carried.



Councilmember Carlson motioned to approve the rezoning of Parcel 74000110006001 and 17 lots
located in Thalmann Farmstead 3™ Addition and Thalmann 4" Addition from Agricultural to Single-Family
Residential. Augustus seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

Carlson made a motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit for K & K Ventures, LLC for the NEVO
building with option D:

a. Applicant will note that any additional permits will be required for Phase llI
Applicant will apply for and pay for any fees that are required by the City

c. Applicant agrees to all conditions above that the City deems appropriate for permission of the
CupP

Windey seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

The council reviewed the consent agenda and payables. Augustus made a motion to approve the
consent agenda and any additions to the payables. Carlson seconded the motion. All voted in favor;
motion carried.

a. Approve Minutes 8-17-2023 Regular Meeting, and 8-30-2023 Work Session
b. Temporary 1-4 Liquor License for Full Area Promotions
c. 2022 Annual Disclosure Statement for TIF Districts 1-3, 1-4, 1-5, 1-6, 1-7
d. Approval of LG220 Exempt Permit for Ducks Unlimited Raffle & Bingo Event Oct 10, 2023
e. Monthly Financial Reports
f. Approve claims 4322 — 4357 for a total of $66,608.94 with additions and approval to pay late
coming invoices
Reports

Fire Department: Chief Ahlfs reported a total of 13 calls . Newest member Clayton Noland has begun his
first responder training and will be completed by December of 2023. Ahlfs presented samples of new
grass fire gear. According to OSHA standards, it should be replaced every 10 years, the current gear is 20
years old. Chief Ahlfs stated that the FD would like to purchase the new gear with the donations from the
Ottertail Lions Club. Carlson made a motion to approve the purchase of the new grass fire gear for the
fire department. Windey seconded the motion. All voted in favor; carried.

City Hall: Clerk Thorson informed the council of the need for a sign update at City Hall. The current sign’s
clock/temperature display has broken. A sign update will be budgeted for next year. Thorson notified the
council of the Henning water plant tour in Henning, October 24™ at 5:00 pm. Thorson will verify time
with Henning. Clerk Thorson presented the need for a tree removal at City Hall that has become a
nuisance. Carlson made a motion to approve removal of the tree in City Hall parking lot by Carr’s Tree
Service. Augustus seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried. Thorson, with the council,
decided on October 12" at 5:00 pm for a work session on the budget. Clerk Thorson also presented the
request for a lock box at the community center by a group that uses the center frequently. After
discussion the council agreed that there will not be a lock box at the community center.

OTCEPAC: Windey reported that next month’s Emergency Preparedness meeting will be held at the
Ottertail Community Center on October 19* from 10:00 am — 12:00 pm.

Tourism Board: Carlson met with the board and reported that plans are already set for snowmobile
races the second weekend of January in 2024

Public Forum & Comment/Presentations



Old Business
Engineer’s Agenda:

1) Maple Ave S and the Alley North of the Community Center-Project is substantially complete-

ready to move on to assessment hearing. Carlson made a motion to accept Resolution 2023-30
with an assessment interest rate of 3.714% for 15 years, Windey seconded the motion, all voted
in favor; motion carried. Augustus made a motion to accept Resolution 2023-31 stating that the
hearing shall be held at 6:15 pm on Thursday, October 19, 2023, at Ottertail’s City Hall. Carlson
seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

2) Wallenberg Drive—Schlieman gave three options to the council to consider in moving forward

with the paving of Wallenberg Drive. Windey made a motion to accept Resolution 2023-32
stating a public hearing will be held on October 19%", 2023, at 6:30 pm at Ottertail City Hall to
hear the public’s thoughts on which of the three options are best. Carlson seconded the motion.
All voted in favor; motion carried.

Ottertail Family & Recreational Center (Alex & Tyler Rupe): Alex presented to the council updates on
their progress of the Ottertail Family Center. Their non-profit status is complete and have registered with
the state as Ottertail Family & Recreational Center, a non-profit corporation. Rupe stated that they are
looking for a partnership with the City of Ottertail. After discussion with the council, it was decided that
a work session would be scheduled for the council and the founders and sponsors of the Ottertail Family
& Recreational Center to discuss and layout what a partnership with the City would look like. The work
session is scheduled for October 30™, 2023, at 5:30 pm.

HRA Senior Housing: The City’s application was not chosen by the state of MN this year. The purchase
agreement will remain in place until December 31, 2024.

Signs at Pickleball Court: The council reviewed the request for Pickleball court guideline signage. The
individual requesting would like the City to purchase the signs. Clerk Thorson presented a quote by JH
Signs brought by the one requesting the signs for $493.00. The council and staff agreed to table the
decision until March of 2024.

New Business

WCI Request for Donation: Clerk Thorson informed the council that in the past the City of Ottertail has
donated $500 annually. For the year 2024, WCI requested a donation amount of $550. The council
agreed that it is a good organization and to increase the amount. Carlson made a motion to approve the
$550 donation amount to WCl in 2024. Windey seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

Preliminary Budget Approval: After discussion by council and staff, it was felt that the proposed levy for
2024 is set at 30%. Council member Windey and others wanted to make sure that this levy is not final
and can go down but cannot be increased. Councilmember Carlson made a motion to accept Resolution
2023-33 for the 2024 proposed levy at 30% for a total levy of $767,652.00, Councilmember Augustus
seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried. Clerk Thorson announced the Truth in Taxation
hearing will be held at City Hall on December 21, 2023 at 6pm.

2022 Budget Presentation: Brian Koehn presented the 2022 preliminary audit for Ottertail. The regular
findings were discussed with an additional finding of the city not receiving and keeping the proper



documentation for projects over the multi bid threshold for the State of Minnesota. It was also
discussed that a few funds were down but this is not a surprise since we had several street projects and
the water tower project in 2022. Councilmember Windey motioned to approve 2022 preliminary audit.
Carlson seconded the motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

2024 Employee PG approval: Councilmember Carlson made a motion to approve the employee request
of 2.5 % COLA and step increases, Clerk Thorson will increase to PG 6-Step 3, Coordinator Lohse will
increase to PG 5-Step 5 and Deputy Clerk Burlingame will move to PG 4-Step 3, Windey seconded the
motion. All voted in favor; motion carried.

2027 Employee Benefits approval: Councilmember Carlson made a motion to approve an increase of
$200 a month for full-time employees with family insurance plans and an increase of $600 a year to each
full-time employee HSA plan, Augustus seconded. All voted in favor; motion carried.

Zoning

2023-36 = Aaron Paulson @ ??? Bonnie’s Lane — New Home & Build New Garage
2023-37 = Terry Elkins @ 43101 Pleasure Park Rd — Replace Existing Deck w/ same Footprint
2023-38 = The Otter @ 306 MN Hwy 78 N — Blacktop Parking Area

2023-39 = The Oasis @246 MN Hwy 78 N - Facade

2023-40 = Tom Avelsgard @ 111 River View Rd — Replace Existing Deck

2023-41 = Russel Christianson @ 620 Three Lakes Rd — New Detached Garage & Sidewalk
2023-42 = Jeremy Elfstrum @ 121 Donalds Rd - WOAS

2023-43 = Sota Sown @ 211 MN Hwy 78 N — Commercial Interior Remodel

2023-44 = Tom & Robin Wilson @ 314 Co Hwy 1 — New Home

2023-45 = Jane & Alfred Alberts @ 113 N MN Hwy 78 — Replacing Deck

2023-46 = Keith Dunker @ 102 Park Circle — Replacing Existing Manufactured Home

Correspondence/Meetings/Training/FYl-reminders/Local Events
a. Clerk Thorson attend MCFOA Meeting in Battle Lake on October 13, 2023
b. City Hall Closed October 9, 2023, in observance of Columbus Day
c. Otter Tail County Housing Summit November 16, 2023

Mayor Grobeck called for the meeting to be adjourned. Augustus made a motion to adjourn the meeting
at 7:04 PM. Windey seconded the motion. All voted in favor, meeting adjourned.

Respectfully,
s/s s/s
Amanda Thorson Ronald Grobeck

Clerk-Treasurer Mayor



